8 and not pecessarily just for the fans. The two aging
' legends felt deep in their bones that this tour could
. have well been their final shot at enjoying the touring
f frills of superstardom, and it became apparent quite
: a0 i ~ early on that if they couldn't fill arenas from coast to
o tour or not to tour? That was the ques-  coast, the whole tour package was in jeopardy. If the two were
I tion confronting David Coverdale and really only concerned about pleasing their fans and having
Jimmy Page virtually from the moment their . some fun by playing great music on stage, why wouldn't they
debut album was released last spring. Months  just have scheduled a theater tour where perhaps three to four
passed, and rumors proliferated, first indicating thousand lucky people would have gotten the chance to see
that the pair would kick off a world tour in  them each night? The clamor from those not able to get tickets
Japan, then that they wouldn’t tour at all, then  to such a performance in each city would have seemed to guar-
that they'd begin an American tour in the fall of -antee making each concert a true “event.”
‘93, then again that they wouldn't four at all. It = “It's always been a question of ego with them,” a spokesper-
became almost an industry. joke trying to predict son at the band's record label said. ”Let‘s,face it. They don't
what these two tempestuous, talented and obvi-  need the money. They don't need the fame. | think it was just a
ously unpredictable legends would do. Finally,  question of wanting to show that they could still do it. | think

David Coverdale and
Jimmy Page: “The
road was always
quite paramount in
our thoughts.”

eatly in the fall word ﬁlte_red that the tour vi}as E that was especsaﬁy true in. Jlmmys case. He was not
officially off, leaving fans, promoters and the wOuite simpl going to play any place smaller than an arena. That
media to try and put the derring-do antics of | Quite simply, - would have been a blow to his ego. That's where all
__ Co\.rei'ciallelPagehmd sagne dkmd (}f perspect;veh . Jimmy was (I8 the delays ancii) guestions cagle in.

‘We always had the idea o g0tng on the road b ' Indeed the band’s demands to play only arenas.did
qu%te paramount in our thoughts,” Coverdale stat- | going t‘; play cause mnumerable delays. At first, soon after the
ed. "We knew we wanted to play not only the | any place release of the CoverdalelPage album, when pro-
new material that Jimmy and | had written and _!,!’P than | moters across the nation were approached about
performed together but also some of the classic smalier boakmg the tour, they scoffed at the notion of a |
tmhatenﬁé V\;E ‘ve been qufl‘jy to be c;nvnsvec?( with an arena— ;neg’ act playing arenas. TP;‘eybstated that in t::e;e

reughout our careers. We wanted to make it a . arsh econcmic times, even the biggest acts with the
memf?rable evening for everyone. that couldn’ t it Waf best track records were having tscgn?ble on the road.
be guaranteed, we wanted no partof it.” = a question . How could they take on the huge financial risk of
If truth be known, the fact is that the ones who underwriting a major arena tour for an untested road
- most wanted to make'each and every performance | of ego. | property? Then, some five months later, in a move
memorable were Coverdale and Page themselves— : smackmg of desperatson the band announced the
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. first to say 'to hell with

~ _ pities to come has §

* had read their voiu-

start of the tour in Florida, putting tickets forming classic Zep and Snake material, B

forthree arena showsin the Sunshine State  Butsomehow those reviews and that inter-
on sale. When only about 3,000 tickets for  est got parlayed into a misguided belief
each show were sold durlngthe ftrst week that the rock world was waiting for the
the tour's future again T
fell into severe jeopardy.
“What did they expect
us to do?" one promot-
er bellowed. “They #§
acted like they were Led §
Zeppelin, The fact is i
they're not. If thiswasa
Led Zeppelin reunion |
would have been the |

response fans have
| had to our efforts,”
f Coverdale said. “No
L matter how much con-
| fidence you may have in
| yourself, your fellow
| musicians, and in the
material, it is always
i wonderful when that
i kind of confirmation
comes forward.”

While fans did indeed
respond with gusto to
the band's album, shoot-
i ing it past the 700,000
| sales level, there are
b those who know much
B greater expectation were
held for the disc in many
| industry circles. Thus,
| when the band's tour
plans appeared to be in
1 a constant state of flux,
| wavering with the
i\ group's perception of
{ audience strength,

theaters, to hell with §
arenas. Let’s go straight
to stadiums!’ But the }
_ fact is that we can't
operate at a loss just
because these guys
don't understand the
economic realities out
~ there. If they want to
* take the loss, then let
them book their own
tour. But when they
want to get us involved, we've got to be
reasonable.”
Being reasonable has never been the key
operative phrase
for any rock

superstar— L many knew right away
especially ones | i} that seeing Coverdale
‘who helped 1 L and Page on the road
shape the sound 1§ L was rol a guaranteed

and style of the
music we all
know and love.
For haln
Coverdale and
Page, sitting
around waiting §
-for tour opportu-

happenstance. In
| addition, continued
L reports of Page’s ill-
heath often filtered
i through the rock
| rumor mill indicating
| that while the gui-
tarist had completely
kicked his various
past dependencies,
he was still far from
a pillar of strength.
i Those people
. wondered how a
d six-month road
l sojourn (Page’s
L first in over five
years) would
affect the mae-
b stro's delicate
condition.
“Jimmy is
fine,” Coverdale
| stated. "In fact
[ it's been an
[ incredible expe-
rience to work
with him. He is
always so cre-

been a most diffi-
_culttime. Theyboth

- minous press clip-
pings (which, in
fact, had been lim- §
ited by their egoma-
_ niacal initial stance
that they wouldn’t §
even consider talk-
ing to a writer unless §
it was for a magazine
cover story) and they §
obviously believed all §
‘the good things that §
had been written.Yes, §
their debut album was §
excellent, a stark and
“gripping hard rock pre- #
sentation that recalled I —

_ the halcyon days of s B Tave, and 50 Wi Img to work with you on
both Zeppelin and {m————— " return of Coverdale/Page, any ideas that he naturally brings all your
Whitesnake. And ves, and in this era of alternative metal, grunge  best instincts to the fore. Quite honestly |

there was apparent fan interest in seeing  and new-age hard music, that just wasn't  can’t wait to share the kind of magic we
these legends on stage once again-—espe-  the case. felt in the recording studio with each and

- cially since they stated that they'd be per- “We've been very heartened by the every fan when we're on stage.”
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